TREITSCHKE'S DEFINITION         in
efforts is succeeded by a period of purely dynastic efforts at empire in Germany, in which the nation becomes divorced entirely from the action of the governing House, the House of Habsburg. So that, until the present time, until, as Treitschke admirably points out, the Hohenzollern became the paramount power in Germany, there has been no national attempt at empire at all. The true German genius, Treitschke himself affirms, only finds its expression under the domination of Prussia and of the Hohenzollern* The beginnings of German imperialism, that is to say, are to be found only in the Germany of the last hundred years under that glorious House !
Germany's past as a world-civilizing power does not concern the "German thinkers of to-day. " We give the past/' they say, " to England. When we speak of empire the empire we mean is in the future. You have drunk the wine of empire. It is Germany's turn now. And it is vain to look back to the Hohen-staufen and to the Habsburgs in Italy. Just as it would be vain to appeal to England's conduct in Ireland in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries for the augury of England's conduct as an empire in India under Cornwallis and Wellesley, Dalhousie and Canning, so it is vain to appeal to the past of Germany in Italy for any augury of the character of the empire that shall arise in the future out of Germany."
Treitschke has defined the aim of Germany, and Treitschke's definition, which has been taken up by his disciples, is this : That just as the greatness of Germany is to be found in the governance of Germany by Prussia, so the greatness and good of the world is